
John the Baptist is Born

Luke 1:57-66

A. Several Rejoiced at John’s birth (1:57-58).

B. Disregarding Conventions (1:59-63)

C. The Locals Struck with Fear (1:64-65).



A. Several Rejoiced at John’s birth (1:57-58).

1. We read about when Elizabeth conceived John in Lk. 

1:24 and then “she kept herself in seclusion for five 

months.” Mary came down for a visit in her sixth 

month of pregnancy at which “the baby leaped in her 

womb” (vv. 36-41). Mary’s visit lasted “about three 

months, and then (she) returned to her home” (vs. 

56). So obviously, if Elizabeth stayed in seclusion 

for five months, and Mary visited her in her sixth 

month and returned home after three more months; 

nine months have passed since conception. It makes



1. (cont.) perfect sense to read that “the time had come 

for Elizabeth to give birth, and she gave birth to a 

son” (vs. 57).

2. (vs. 58) As is usually the case people, rejoice at the 

birth of a child. But this case is a little unusual: “Her 

neighbors and her relatives heard that the Lord had 

displayed His great mercy toward her.” In what way 

was this birth a manifestation of the Lord’s “great 

mercy”? Often, we define grace as God giving 

people what they do not deserve e.g., eternal life, 

and mercy as God not giving people what they do



2. (cont.) deserve e.g., eternal death. But clearly in this 

case eternal destiny is not on the line. Another way 

mercy is defined is God alleviating the misery that 

comes on mankind because of sin. Well, Elizabeth’s 

misery of having been barren (vs. 25) had nothing to 

do with any personal sin in her life because both she 

and her husband were “righteous in the sight of God, 

walking blamelessly in all the commandments and 

requirements of the Lord” (Lk. 1:6b). But it could be 

that she was barren on account of sin in a generic 

sense, that is, it came about generally because of the



2. (cont.) fall, that is, in a fallen world some women 

will be barren. It is certainly true that in an unfallen 

world there would be no barrenness. But God might 

have had something more specific in mind than that, 

namely, her barrenness came about “so that the 

works of God might be manifested in” her (cf. Jn. 

9:3b). In any case, Elizabeth’s misery or disgrace 

was alleviated and it is equally true that the works of 

God were manifested in her. After all, she 

supernaturally gave birth to one of the greatest men 

of God who ever lived. Please see Mt. 11:11.



B. Disregarding Conventions (1:59-63)

1. (vs. 59) “And it happened” does not imply that it 

was incidental and unplanned. No, it was in keeping 

with and in compliance with the Law of Moses, 

“that on the eighth day they,” apparently, “her 

neighbors and her relatives (vs. 58) “came to 

circumcise the child.” It was basically a community 

action, as awkward as that might seem to us. So far, 

so good, but then we read, “and they,” the same 

group, “were going to call him Zacharias, after his 

father.” This was conventional and customary. It is



1. (cont.) far from clear whether “they” had the 

authority to name the baby. And maybe “they” did 

not really see it that way but merely assumed that he 

would be called Zacharias. But Elizabeth 

emphatically stated, “No indeed; but he shall be 

called John” (1:60b). They could have saved 

themselves some embarrassment by inquiring about 

his name first. Of course, God is not under the 

authority of such tradition and cultural milieu, that 

is, “your world, or the context you come from.” In 

the world of John the Baptist, this was the way



1. (cont.) things were typically done, a son, particularly 

a firstborn, would be named after his father. In 

strong contrast to that, Gabriel had told Zacharias 

what the baby’s name would be: “you will give him 

the name John” (Lk. 1:13b). Because Gabriel was 

the divine messenger, we can assume that John was 

God’s name for the baby. What is the significance of 

that name? Ryrie says, “The name means ‘God is 

gracious.’” John was all about the grace of God. 

Paul said that his ministry was about “telling the 

people to believe in Him who was coming after him, 



1. (cont.) that is, in Jesus” (Ac. 19:4b). That is the 

grace of God!

2. (vs. 61) The relatives and friends still wanted to 

debate the point, reminding Elizabeth, “There is no 

one among your relatives who is called by that 

name.” Did she really need such a reminder? Come 

now!

3. (vs. 62) Still pressing their point about naming him 

Zacharias, thinking surely, Zacharias will see it our 

way, “they made signs to his father, as to what he 

wanted him called.” “Signs”? He was mute not deaf.



4. (vs. 63) “And he asked for a tablet,” but how, since 

he was speechless? Evidently by motioning. He had 

practice (Lk. 1:22). “And wrote as follows, ‘His 

name is John.’ And they were all astonished 

(ἐθαύμασαν – ethaumasan).” Conventions and 

traditions are strong. However strong the temptation 

to name his son after himself, Zacharias wanted no 

part of disobedience after enduring 9 months of 

divinely imposed silence!

5. (vs. 64) Once he wrote “John,” proof that he had 

learned his lesson was manifest, “And at once his



5. (cont.) mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, 

and he began to speak in praise of God.” He offered 

no complaints about the harshness of his discipline. 

There was no time for that sort of foolishness. 

Instead, note again, he “began to speak in praise of 

God.”



C. The Locals Struck with Fear (1:64-65).

1. (vs. 64) “Fear came on all those living around 

them.” This is not the fear of terror, not a paralyzing 

fear that freezes an individual making it difficult to 

move. Not at all, this is the fear of a deep and 

abiding respect that moves one to love and serve 

God with alacrity. True enough, there was the 

experience of Zacharias’ muteness, which they 

would want to avoid as they had been arguing 

opposite of the correct name. At this point that is no 

longer the focus. The name was settled. It was quite



1. (cont.) a testimony that “all these matters were being 

talked about in all the hill country of Judea.” God 

was being glorified near and far.

2. (vs. 66) “All who heard them kept them in mind, 

saying” – notice where the focus was, John the 

Baptist, “What then will this child turn out to be?” 

Why did they ask? “For the hand of the Lord was 

certainly with him.” We all wonder that same 

question about each child, usually with emphasis on 

physical characteristics or mental acumen. But 

spirituality was the issue with John. 



Conclusion:

There is much to reflect on in this passage, not the least 

of which is to concern ourselves with God’s ability to 

bring about spirituality in our children. No, there’ll not be 

another John the Baptist nor could there be, but there is 

room for countless godly minded people in this world and 

we ought to long for that and pray for that.

By the way, we ought not conclude from this text that 

cultural milieus are meaningless and can be trampled 

underfoot. John the Baptist’s name was a special matter. 

But when we reach out to people, we rem. (1Cor. 9:19-23).


