
“The Rapture of the Church”  

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

A. Paul strives to reduce grief regarding believers 

who have died (1Th. 4:13).

B. Paul explained how we can experience grief 

reduction (1Th. 4:14-15).

C. Paul supported this by presenting the 

sequence of future events (1Th. 4:16-17).

D. The practical application follows (1Th. 4:18).



A. Paul strives to reduce grief regarding believers 

who have died (1Th. 4:13).

1. (vs. 13) The problem was a lack of knowledge. 

a. Believers who died were asleep in a sense.

b. Understanding will bring comfort because as 

believers we have hope.

2. Knowledge about the future is something that 

no believer should lack .



B. Paul explained how we can experience grief 

reduction (1Th. 4:14-15).

1. (vs. 14) We do in fact “believe that Jesus 

died and rose again,” that being the case,

a. “even so God will bring with Him those who 

have fallen asleep in Jesus.” No worries!

2. (vs. 15) This is not conjecture: “For this we 

say to you by the word of the Lord,” namely,

a. “that we who are alive and remain until the 

coming of the Lord”



b. “will not precede those who have fallen 

asleep.” One might have thought that 

because we are alive on the earth, we 

would get a jump on those who had passed 

on. Not so! And here’s why.



C. Paul supported this by presenting the 

sequence of future events (1Th. 4:16-17).

1. (vs. 16a) “For the Lord Himself will descend 

from heaven” with three features:

a. “with a shout,”

b. “with the voice of the archangel”

c. “and with the trumpet of God” -

2. (vs. 16b) “and the dead in Christ will rise 

first.” Now that’s huge!



3. (vs. 17a) “Then we who are alive and remain 

will be caught up together with them” (that’s 

nothing to sneeze at either!)

a. “in the clouds”

b. “to meet the Lord in the air” -

4. (vs. 17b) “and so we shall always be with the 

Lord.” Our final state!



D. The practical application follows (1Th. 4:18).

1. (vs. 18) The section began with 

consternation about the saved dead,

2. But Paul ended by saying, “Therefore 

comfort one another with these words.”

3. That could only happen in an active church 

setting, at least where believers gather.



Conclusion:

Paul answered very well their concerns about 

the whereabouts of dead believers. His answer 

surely reduced grief levels (1Th. 4:13). Then Paul 

explained why we experience grief reduction (1Th. 

4:14-15). Paul supported this by presenting the 

sequence of future events (1Th. 4:16-17). The 

practical application follows (1Th. 4:18).


