
“The Lord’s Supper in Changing Times” 

(1Cor. 7:26) 

A. Covid-19 and the Church

B. Covid-19 and Pastors

C. Covid-19 and individual members 



A. Covid-19 and the Church

1. Just like all churches in history, we 

must keep functioning, acknowledging 

our circumstances. 

➢ We cannot pretend that it isn’t so.

➢ We probably shouldn’t suppose that 

things will ever be what they were 

before – there is no return to normal.

2. Thom S. Rainer founder and CEO of 

Church Answers describes those who 

will never return to church:



a. The decreasing attendance members.

b. The disconnected church members.

c. The church-is-another-activity 

church members.

d. The constant-critic church members.

e. The cultural Christian church 

members.



B. Covid-19 and Pastors

1. Many are deeply discouraged and are 

contemplating quitting ministry:

a. Pastors are weary from the 

pandemic, just like everyone else.

b. Pastors are greatly discouraged 

about the fighting taking place 

among church members about the 

post-quarantine church.



c. Pastors are discouraged about losing 

members and attendance. About ¼ 

of members will not return?

d. Pastors don’t know if their churches 

will be able to support ministries 

financially in the future. 

e. Criticisms against pastors have 

increased significantly. One said by 

5 times greater than before.

f. The workload for pastors has 

increased greatly.



C. Covid-19 and Individual Members

1. Only you can control you:

a. Are you going to be a vessel for 

good?

b. Will your presence and conduct 

promote unity or division?

2. Even in OT times, God wanted people 

to be unified with Him and with each 

other.

a. Sin broke unity between God and 

mankind (Gen. 3:8-10).



b. Then there was conflict in the family 

as Cain killed Abel (Gen. 4:6).

c. “Peleg” appears in Gen. 10:25, 

mng., “Divided,” an apparent 

reference to 11:9 & the confusion of 

languages - judgment for disobeying 

the command to “Be fruitful & 

multiply & fill the earth” (Gen. 9:1).

d. A very sad case of division was the 

separation of the Jews into Israel and 

Judah – also judgment (1Kg. 11:11).



3. But God’s decretive will was unity.

a. Ps. 133:1 says, “Behold, how good 

and how pleasant it is for brothers to 

dwell together in unity!”

b. “There are six things which the Lord

hates, yes, seven which are an 

abomination to Him: haughty eyes, a 

lying tongue, and hands that shed 

innocent blood, a heart that devises 

wicked plans, feet that run rapidly to 

evil, a false witness who utters lies, 

and one who spreads strife among 



b. (cont.) and one who spreads strife 

among brothers” (Pr. 6:16-19).



4. The NT is all about unity as well.

a. Jesus’ prayer to His Father for His 

disciples was: “that they may all be 

one; even as You, Father, are in Me 

and I in You, that they also may be 

in Us, so that the world may believe 

that You sent Me” (Jn. 17:21).

b. Jesus had already said in Jn. 13:35, 

“By this all men will know that you 

are My disciples, if you have love 

for one another.”



c. In Ac. 6:44-47, the early church 

seems to have had this very unity: 

“And all those who had believed 

were together and had all things in 

common; and they began selling 

their property and possessions and 

were sharing them with all, as 

anyone might have need. Day by day 

continuing with one mind in the 

temple, and breaking bread from 

house to house, they were taking



c. (cont.) their meals together with 

gladness and sincerity of heart, 

praising God and having favor with 

all the people. And the Lord was 

adding to their number day by day 

those who were being saved.”

d. Yes, divisions arose (Ac. 6:1), even 

with Paul and Barnabas (Ac. 15:39).

e. The Corinthian church had divisions, 

which Paul said were inevitable 

(1Cor. 1:11; 11:17-19).



f. However, we ought to follow the 

exhortation of the apostle Paul in 

Eph. 4:1-3 and Col. 3:12-17.


