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A. God’s gift and design of memory

1. Memory is both the store of information in the 

mind and the ability to recall that information.

2. Memories are prompted for use by things 

associated with those memories. Often, we’ll 

say, “That reminds me of…” It can be colors, 

sounds, scenes, places, buildings or simply 

ideas. Sometimes unprecedented events like 

the present Covid-19 scare, cause us to say, 

“There’s never been anything like it!”



3. The magnitude of the human memory is 

almost beyond imagination. Neuroscientist, 

Dr. David A. DeWitt (AIG) says, “We still have 

much to learn about how all this works. After 

all, the brain contains 100 billion cells, and 

each neuron can form tens of thousands of 

connections with other neurons. (That adds up 

to one quadrillion connections—1015—in case 

you were wondering.)” Yes, there is a lot going 

on in your brain!



B. OT matters of memory

1. Among the 1st refs. to memory in the OT is Gen. 

8:1 (2348 BC): “But God remembered Noah 

and all the beasts and all the cattle that were 

with him in the ark; and God caused a wind to 

pass over the earth, and the water subsided.”

2. The 2nd is Gen. 9:14-15: “It shall come about, 

when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the 

bow will be seen in the cloud,  and I will 

remember My covenant, which is between



2. (cont.) Me and you and every living creature of 

all flesh; and never again shall the water 

become a flood to destroy all flesh.” There are 

some 344 references to memory in the OT.

3. One of the most important is the Passover (Ex. 

12:11-13; Lev. 23:5). Ryrie says, “This event 

serves as a beautiful illustration of the 

redemption Christ accomplished at Calvary (cf. 

John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:7). (1) The offering was to 

be without blemish (v. 5; cf. 1 Peter 1:19).



3. (cont.) (2) The lamb had to be killed (v. 6; cf. 

John 12:24, 27). (3) The blood had to be 

applied (v. 7; cf. Heb. 9:22).”

4. The seven OT Feasts and what they pictured in 

the future were: Passover (Crucifixion), 

Unleavened Bread (Messiah’s sinlessness), 

Firstfruits (Resurrection), Pentecost (Church 

age begins), the Feast of Trumpets (Rapture), 

Day of Atonement (2nd Advent), and the Feast 

of Tabernacles (God co-dwelling w/ us).



https://jesusplusnothing.com/studies/online/FeastsIntroduction.htm

https://jesusplusnothing.com/studies/online/FeastsIntroduction.htm


C. NT matters of memory

1. (Mt. 26:6-13; Jn. 12:1-8) How to be remembered. 

Here a woman named Mary, the sister of Martha 

and Lazarus (Jn. 12:3, 5), gave a very expensive gift 

to Jesus and suffered criticism for it all around. She 

“came to Him with an alabaster vial of very costly 

perfume, and she poured it on His head as He 

reclined at the table” (Mt. 26:7); she also anointed 

His feet and wiped His feet with her hair (Jn. 12:3b). 

Jesus rebuked the critics, including Judas (vv. 7b-8). 

She did it to prepare Him for burial (Mt. 26:12), and



1. He said, “wherever this gospel is preached in the 

whole world, what this woman has done will also be 

spoken of in memory of her” (vs. 13b).

➢ Now that is how to be remembered!



2. (Mk. 8:14-21) Two cases of failed memory. The 

disciples forgot to take bread (vs. 14). When He 

spoke to them about “the leaven of the Pharisees, 

etc.” (vs. 15), “which is hypocrisy” (cf. Lk. 12:1), it 

only prompted them to think about the fact that 

they had no bread to eat. Jesus then reminded 

them of the miracles of feeding five and four 

thousand, respectively. He then simply asked, “Do 

you not remember?” We must remember at the risk 

of failure in the Christian life. But remember what?



a. The word, the promises, the instructions, the 

rebukes, the corrections, the whole counsel of God.

b. How God has led you, taken care of you, and used 

you in His service in the past.

c. Be mindful of His presence at this very moment 

during whatever circumstance or crisis you are in 

personally or what we are all in nationally.

d. We are warned against becoming a forgetful hearers 

in Jm. 1:25. That is easy to do! So we need 

reminders: Phil. 3:1; 1Jn. 2:21; Jude 5; 17ff.; 2Pt. 

1:12-13; 3:1.



e. But the greatest of all reminders in the NT is the 

Lord’s Supper (1Cor. 11:23-25; cf. Mt. 26:26-28; Mk. 

14:22–24; Lk. 22:17–20).



3. Here is where we find a parallel between the Bible 

and our own national holiday of Memorial Day.

➢ It is at the Lord’s Supper that we pause to 

remember that Jesus died in order that we might 

be free from the penalty, power, and very presence 

of sin.

➢ Memorial Day is a federal holiday in the United 

States for remembering the people who died

while serving in the country’s armed forces. The 

holiday, which is observed every year on the last 

Monday of May, originated as Decoration Day after 

the American Civil War in 1868.


